
MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  HELD  IN  SHORELINE  LEISURE  CENTRE,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY   30th  JUNE  2020  AT  2.30  P.M.  

Present:

Councillor D. Mitchell, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune, J. Neary, L Scott & G. Walsh  
Also Present:
Mr. M. Nicholson, Greystones District Manager
Ms. M. Porter, Meetings Administrator
Mr. R. O’Hanlon, District Engineer

Ms. K. Coughlan, Meetings Secretary
1. Confirmation of Minutes
(a)
It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor L. Scott and agreed that the  minutes of the monthly meeting held on 25th February 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

(b)
It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor J. Neary and agreed that the minutes of the special meeting held on 15th June 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

2. Update on Lott Lane and Killincarrig Housing Developments
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Director Joe Lane and Declan Marnane from the WCC Housing Section and Antoinette O’Neill and Victor Lowe from O’Connell Mahon Consultants.
Mr. Lane outlined the background issues and basis for the current proposals for the Council owned sites at Lott Lane, Kilcoole and Killincarrig and the consultants circulated a map showing the location of the two sites.  Mr. Lane gave details of the current proposals and answered questions from the members in relation to same.
Following discussion, during which the members expressed their objection to the fact that the Killincarrig site had to generate income to offset debts on the Clermont site in Rathnew, they agreed in principle with the current proposals for blended housing developments on both sites.   Most of the members expressed the view that public land should not be used for private housing and requested that the ratio of social and affordable housing should be increased at the expense of the proposed private housing.

3. 2020 Greystones Schedule of Municipal District Works
The 2020 Greystones Schedule of Municipal District Works had been circulated to the members in advance of the meeting in addition to details of the allocations for the other MDs.  

The District Manager stated that the quite complex budget process was dictated by legislation and he pointed out that many factors, and not just population or length of roads, were taken into account when allocating the budgets.  He advised the members that the appropriate time to request additional funding for the district was at the County Council budget meeting in November.
The District Administrator pointed out that Arklow, Bray and Wicklow Municipal Districts, which were former rating Town Councils, also had historic budgets included and while it was intended that there would be equalisation of budgets over time, this had not kept pace with development in the Greystones Municipal District.
The Cathaoirleach had circulated a breakdown of the figures by MD and all the members expressed the view that Greystones Municipal District fared worse in the budget allocations than any of the other MDs.  They were also critical of the whole budget process.

Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor D. Mitchell, seconded by Councillor G. Walsh and agreed to adopt the 2020 Schedule of Municipal District Works as circulated.

4. Update on Greystones Harbour Development & Facilities for Local Fishermen
The District Administrator informed the members that while she did not have a written report on the harbour development, she had received an update over the phone.  She stated that the public moorings had not been re-instated in the harbour because of Covid 19.  She pointed out that the pier had been closed recently, at the request of the local Gardai, because of youths congregating there and not to prevent access to the fishermen.  She advised that a meeting between Sisk and the local fishermens’ representative was arranged for the following day.
Members were very critical of the level of communication between the developers and the Council and expressed concern that public areas were being closed off without prior notice or consultation, especially the pier and the walk north of the harbour.  They requested that a better liaison/communications strategy be put in place before any public facilities are closed off in the future.  They also requested that adequate facilities be put in place for local fishermen and they welcomed the fact that a representative from Sisk was meeting with the fishermen’s representative.
Members requested that they be provided with an update on the opening of the public park, the dog park and the playground, and on the provision of additional solar powered litter bins within the harbour area.  With the re-opening of the Cliff Walk members were very concerned about the condition of the temporary footpath at the southern end and they suggested that this temporary path was not very safe and not accessible.  They also requested that proposals be considered to prevent people from jumping into the harbour where boats were operating.

Finally, the members requested that Council officials, together with representatives from Sisk and Glenveagh, attend their September meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday 29th September 2020.

5. Report from Greystones Municipal District Engineer

A report on works in the district had been circulated to the members in advance and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Following discussion it was agreed to refer the following to Wicklow County Council:

· Maintenance of the south beach playground – issues with digger and replenishment of sand in the sandpit

· Circulation of submissions received in relation to proposed Killincarrig Village improvement works

· Hedge cutting on Church Lane, Greystones

· Circulation of plans for cycle path at the harbour

6. Notices of Motion

No notices of motion were considered.

7. Correspondence

1. The District Administrator informed the members that there was no statutory business of the Council to be considered in July, and Shoreline Leisure Centre was unavailable, so it was intended to hold the meeting remotely.  As Councillor Neary was unavailable on the 28th July it was agreed to hold the meeting remotely on Tuesday 21st July 2020 at 2 pm.

2. The District Administrator informed the members of the details of the Council’s ‘Re-opening Greystones’ initiative and the Greystones 2020 supports for businesses reopening following lockdown due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

3. Following a request from them, it was agreed to invite representatives from Greystones 2020 to the September or October meeting to make a presentation to the members on the Public Realm Plan for Greystones.

4. Further to a letter that had been sent to the members in relation to litter, the District Engineer stated that this was a seasonal problem countywide and was made worse by the Covid 19 closures and the good weather.   He pointed out that many people were dumping household rubbish in the litter bins which added to the problem.  He informed the members that bins were emptied daily and that the Council did not have the resources to empty them more frequently.  He pointed out that there was no legal requirement for the Council to collect litter but that it was illegal for any person to litter and he reminded the members that it was the people of Greystones that were leaving their rubbish illegally. 
8. Any Other Business / Questions

No other business was considered.
THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:____________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH

CERTIFIED:__________________________________________        





      DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATOR





DATED  THIS______ DAY  OF ______________________2020.
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